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EPISTLE 


FOR TRUE | | 
Love, Unity & Order, &c. 
Dear Friends ; | 


\ Fr Hom the Lord hath eailed out of the World's Ways 
V and Manners, and choſen to himſelf, and found 
faithful according to the Proportion of Faith, and 
Meaſure of his Grace received, hew to walk, Oh! let us hold faſt 
that which we have received, that none may take our Crown: Oh! 
let us keep to our firſt Love, let us do our firſt Works, and be right- 
ly zealous for the Lords Honour ;, and fo with a good Confcience 
towards God, and in the ſweet Spirit of Peace, fecking goed one 
toward another, as good Examples and wholeſome: Patexns in our 
Practices. Oh! let us keep our good Order in the Truth, and 

Unity of the Spirit , even as we received of Chriſt Fob 
Jeſus in the beginning chan we ſhould walkin the Light, : Jon, Wee 
as he isin the Li gfe (fo ſhall we have fellowſhip one with another) 
which light is onein vs all,& the one only truc & living Way leading 
to the Knowledge andliving Obcdience of the one, true and living 
God, that in his own living Spirit of Truth, we might Worſhip him, 
and in al} wholeſome Service hold forth his Holy & Reverend Name 
to be One in us all, who are gathered into it, ſerving the Lord 
with one Heart, one Soul, one Mind and one Confent.. And in 
the beginning of our Day, you that were then born and brought 
forth in the Truth, youknow the Harmony of our Unity was our 
Beauty and Comlinets, yea, our Strength and Cempleatnefs, ſe far 
a; we had obtained then; and {e*tis now, bleſſed be the Lord, can 
we with one Heart ſay, —_ his heavenly Power have becn from 
| 2 3 the 
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:the beginning kept vpon his Tverlaſting Foundation of true Unity, 
' held in his Spirit, which is the Bond of our Peace, to this very Bay 
and Time, in which the Lord hath ſuﬀered Blindneſs, in part, ts 
happen to fome, throngh their own Negle& of Watchfulncſs, and 
declining their firſt Love by the Enemy's Subtilty prevailing, who 
catne out amongſt us, and had a part in the Belief and Diſcovery 
| of the Way of Truth; but now, ſome.only have the Sheeps 
' clothing, and others have loſt that io, who through a prejudiced 
Mind are alienated from that Unity of Spirit and Bond ot Peace, in 
which we keep our wholeſome Prattices, which we haye received in 
| the Unity and Order of the Goſpel of Peace, and Truth of Chriſt 
Jeſus, inthe fellowſhip of the Spirit, in Bowels of Mercy, being 
A pb. 1.4. like-minded, ang of one accord, in whatſoever things 
:1:4+ axe True, Juſt, Honeſt, and of good Report; not 

that we ſhould think of them only, but be in the Practice of them, 
(as we are) and feel the Gat of Peace with us therein, who are 
c 6 confirmed in the Tcſtimeny of Chriſt Jeſus, the one 
TCor:l:6% Gyide, Way and Rule we are to walkafter, where 
bi all ſpeak one thing, that there be no Difleation among 
4s; but to be knit togerher jn ane Mind and in wne Judgment ; 
this we have received of Chriſt Jeſus, 9up Lord, King 8nd only 
Law-giver, that we might walk fo in ſybjeCtion re his Rule and Ge- 
for our God is the God of Order, in all the Churches of his Saints, 
and not the God of Confuſion, bleſſed be his Name, but to our 
burden and grief, we find among ſome, 8 conrrary Spirir that will 
CO fabieck tg Unity in it oleſ@me Praftices amongtt us, ard thay 


.. 


will needs interpoſe is deftroy Unity 5n forme places, and obtrude 


-% 


it ſelf to confosnd our wholcſome Order and Praftices received 
argongſt us, 85 a Church and People, And through this contrary 
Spirit, and prejudiced Mind, the Acculer of tne Bretaven is bro- 
ken gut; under a fpecious pretence, crying out, <veriy of Conſtiente, 


Libavry #f Canjriexer, in oppolition ts tliote needful, convenient and | 


wholeiome Prafiices exerciſed amongſt us, in outward things, to 
which we are called, as a People that arc diſtinguiſhed ſrom the 
World'sdark Ways and Corrupt Manners, in keeping cur Con- 
&iences void of Offence towards God and Man, in keeping both 
inthe Power and Forts of Godlinek, 


yernment, that all things might be done Decently and in Order; 


| ($) | 
Naw that the Simple may not be enſnared, nor the Weak un- 
fable minded deceived, nos the Unwatchſul at unawares overtaken, 
through the crafty Inſinvations of this accuſing , oppoſing, dividing 
Spirit, that is at work in this our day, to confound .Qrder, agaiaft 
the peaccable Goyernment of Chriſt, amongR his People ; there- 


forc in Duty to the Loxd, and to clear my Conlcience, for the (zke 


of thoſe hefore-mentioned, are thefe few Lines writ z Wherefore 


:n Hymility of Soul, as befare the Lord, I befcech you, tender Ones, - 


in ſeriouſneſs, and feax towards God, weigh the Matter ; This Di- 
viding, Accuſing, Prejudiciz} Worker, would introduce a Belief; 
That an Apoſtacy is emtring, and we are gone from the Beginning, or 
firſt Pringiple, 614 the Power loft, ana naw Form: are feiting wp, and 
Impofitien os Conſcience, andthe like: And ameng ſt whony 19 all this, 
fay they, #17 amongſe us who are in Vnity of Spirit, beth in Faith 
and Praftices, with fncere mind towards God, are preſerved 
in ſubjection, peaceably 1m Unity, and wholeſome comely Order 
that ſpeaks forth ous £300 to he the God of Order; and *tis amongſt 
theſe; and ſuch that they imagine this Fearful Impaſture, and Ars 
bitrary Rule , inpoling Preſcriptions and Laws on the tender Con- 
ſciences of the Weak, is row gotten up to Exerciſe, and ſo the Li- 
decty of the tender Conſcience 35 loft? , And you tay, They are en- 
tangled with a yoke of Rondage again; wha would divide the 
Heritage of God at this day, Pray Friends, let us in this conſider 
whether theſe in this Blindneſs, which God hath ſuffered through 
their prejudiced Mind, joffly tg happen in them, by which are they 
aot putting Parknels tor Light and Light for Darkneſs, while 
they are firiviag in the Nifneſs of theig W:iis tg rule, placing theie 
own Wills far Genſtience, and would haves a Litercy therein, which 
Chriſt never ſet free to any that ars 19 a Perverte,Gaineſhying, Ops 
fing, Wilfful Spirit, void of the Region of Truth, and the Fellows 
{hip thas isin ir, and io are led By a Mi-guided Confciences for we 


never underfiogd that Conſcience 15 he rightly guided, that was 
not Fegewed, and regulated by the Light of Chriſt Teflis, which is 
ane in all Conſciences, 874 leads its the Sargencis of | PRES 

Mind; not oply in Faith, but alic in found Jadg. 3 6% 140, 

ment and Prafiics Card fo the Tefimany of Eligf Tell hath beem 
confirmed in ww) the tug Retitfice and Guide of the Gankience 
40:14 of Offence; but now were Seli-will 1s put jor Gonfience, 
*tis 
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| *tis ſenſibly felt to be a grofs Miſtake. + And fuch are (in Chriſtian 
| Charity) to be pitied and better informed, and indeed much Travel 
| hath been for that, ſo that the Mil-led in a contrary Judgment 
| Might be helped and reduced back into Unity and our peaccable Fet- 


ſhip, in our wholeſome Praftices, in the outward Aﬀeairs of 
Truth; but that which adds to our Sorrow, that though they fill 
ey, The tender Conſciences, yet woful Experience demonſtrates it 
fir otherwiſe, where Prejudice hath ſo hardned, that there is not 
to much loftneſs left for the Reaſon of Truth to take ImpreMion, or 
toreceive that which pertains to Love and good Works, which is 
one end and product of our Meetings, diſtintly and reſpcRively 
the M:n Friends, who dif. harge their places, to whom the Godly 
Womenalways-give the Pre- eminence, as Brethren and Women 
Friends in their places, not ſceking Rule over one another, but that 
we may be Furtherers of one anothers Joy, and be each - others 
Crown of rejoycing inthe Lord, meets in the Fear of the Lord, as 
in the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in our Confciences, we reccived, fo to 


- walk and do according to the Order of his Spirit, in which Chrift is 


Preleat in our ſo meeting together ; and the faithful can feal to the 
Teſtimony of it, to the Glory of his Name forever. 
But wherein doth this great and heavy Impoſition on tender Con- 
ſciences conſiſt ? Oneti:ing is, ſay fome, Womens Meetings are im- 
poſed: Why ds you compel any contrary to their Freedom? Ne, all 
are left to the Meaſure of Truth in them, which is one and the ſame 
in all Conſciences ; but Informing, InſtruQing and Exhorting, that 
every one be found inthe Unity of our Duty, according to our 
Mea'ure of the Light of Chrift Jeſus, received to walk in it, as 
Mcmbers of his Body to diſcharge our Office, and Servants in 
Chriſt. Family to do our Service, as the good Women of old were 
H:lpcrs is the Work of the Goſpel, in ſuch things as are proper 
to us, 8+ viſiting and Relieving the Sick, the Poor more eſpecial- 
ly and Deſtitute amongſtus, that they be helped, a alſo the Poor 
"Widdows, and Fatherle fs Orphans, that the Diftreſſed in ell 
thinss be rightlyanſwered, tte Children at Nurfe be rightly educa- 
ted, and well brought up, in orcer to-a future well-bcing in the 
Creation. Again, we being met together, the Eider Womica ts 
intrut the Younger to all wholcſome things, Loving their own 


 Hutbaadsand Children, to þe Diſcreet,Chafte, Sober, keeping at 


Home, 


. a ® 


| 
——— 


with many other Matters pertient to us, asa Meeting whom the 


Lord blcfſeth with his Power and Preſence, to fuftain and bear us ud | 


againſt all our Oppolers. : 
Again, 1t 5s [mpeſition (faith the Workers or D.ſſention) for 


Atarriages to offer their Intentions to the Conſideration of the Women's 
Meeting. But pray confider, in the Reaſon of Truth, a Marriage 
\ hath an equal Concern in the Woman, as in the Man; and tix as 
reaſonable to conſider the Women may have as near a Concern in 
that matter with the Woman, as the Men on the other Part. And 
farther 'tis ſaid, *Ti 1mpoſition ro go more than once tothe Brethrans 
Meeting. But ſay we, that ace in our wholelome Pradtices in thef': 


(7) | þ 
Home, that the Word of God we prefels be not Blaſphemed, &e, 
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: 


1 
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Matters, and our Conſciences bear us witnels in the ſight of God, _ 


our Eye is to the Honour of his Truth therein, therefore can- 
not encourage or allow People we are concerned with, to haſten or 
ren together in Marriage, without due Care and Weightineſs, 
and that we are ſatisfied they are clear in all things touching their 
Marriage, as they ought to be, and for which end there ought to be 
a ſpecial care over Young People, to whom the Aged had need to 
be Examples, both of Gravity and good Order, that Chriſt's Yoke 
be not caft off by either, nor any falfe Liberty of the Fieſh et up, 
encouraged or ſoothed among us; wherefore when they have pro- 
pofed their Intentions to one Meeting, for them to conſider, *tis 
but reaſonable they haye time to make Inquiry and Search into the 
the Matter, fo as they may be ſatisfied, that all things are ſweet 
& ſaveury, that ſo far aswe can, we may be approved of by all in ſuch 
publick Aﬀairs, Yea, But you will have ſuch to come the ſecond time, 
who are known to beclear. Yea, *tis but reaſonable that ſuch ſhould 
manifeſt their Paticnce and SubjeCtion, as good Examples to others, 
in theſe Needful and wholſome Pratices, that are of good Report. 
And therefore we cannot approve ſuch in their willful Endeayours, 
to confound the Unity of our Order in this matter, under pretence 
ofa burden to their Conſcience ; for it was no burden te come once ; 
for that Meeting is it ſelf being Good, Juſt, Honeſt, and of good 
Report, anſwering the Light of Chrift Jeſus, which is one in all 
Confciences, as well in the Ignorant, Blind, Miſ-guided and Er- 
ring,becauſe they will not be informed, the Light is the ſame there 
to reprove and inform, as itis in the Conlcience ruled and guided by - 
the Light: Thercfore pray conſider how that can contra&t a 
burden, 
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burden, (zz, the going twice to ſuch a Meeting, as before-men: 
tionedghew it cancauſe a burden on the Conſcience that is rightly in- 
formed, though ir may be weak, but rather contradits the Self-will 
that brings Bondage, and blinds the Conſciences: And are not fuck 
rather by their oppoſing Will juſtly under the Reproof of the 
Church, and that Endeavours may be, that the Underſtanding of 
tuch be opened, and brought to a better Informaticn in their Con« 
ſciences? For from the beginning we believe God's Witneſs in all 
Conſciences is one, and its Reproofs of one Nature and Tendance, 
and its Inſtruftion; tending to one and the ſame end, and leads all, 
as they are guided by it, into one Way which allows of no faltc 
Liberty. Yea, but you are gone from the Beginning ;, for you had 
not this Way in the Beginning, ſay the Oppoſers. Pray conſider, 
above tweny ſix Years ago, in the South Parts we were a very 
little handful of People, gathercd into the Belief of the Light of 
_ Chrift Jeſus; fo as it is that very Principle of Life in us, that we 
trough Obedience to it might come to know God, as it is Eternal 
Life to know. him, and rightly to worſhip him in his Spirit, and to 
be ted by him into all Truth, and-in " eſtimony of his own Spirit, 
in theſe our Prattices, which ſince the Lord bath called us to, as we 
are a Pcople called and gathered by the Lord. Pray Confſtder, I 
fpeak the Truth of my Knowledge, and my Conſcience bearcth me 
witneſs in what I have or ſhall ſay in this Matter, according to my 
ſmall Portion and Meaſure,in the Unity of the Grace received( I give 
God the Glory, in Humility ef Soul before him, for my Prefervati- 
on to this Day) for pray conſider, through theſmallneſs of Number, 
in the begianing, we were not fo capable as now for Order in out- 
ward Aﬀairs, nor was there then ſuch occaſion as now, but them 
the Grace of Ged grew amongſt us, and the mighty Arm of his 
\ Power was manifeſted, by which many were gathered to bclieve in 
the Light of Jeſus Chrift, it being that, and no other Name given 
under Heaven, by. which men muſt be ſaved. Now in 6vr little 
meaſure of Faith, inthis One Way, One Name, One Truth, we 
were as ina threefold Cord of God's Love, joyned together; and 
25 we encreaſed in Number, then occafion begun of Services, of 
ſeveral kinds, which we were called in the Truth to conkder of, 
which arc not ſoproper here to mention, but this one of Marriage. 


Before we were or could be gathered into the Order of Men & Wo- 
| mens 


'greater meaſure; and may fee furtFer, that 'tis not reaſonable in 
"Truth ; for tke Light cannet contradict it ſelf, and *tis the ſame in 


- 9 [\ 
mens Meeting : Upon the weight of thematter, a neceflity did ap= | 
pear, that Friends inthe Unity of the Spirit and Wiſdom of Ged } 
ſhould conſider of {Way wherein this matter might be tranſaQted | 
among ovr ſelyes, in wholeſome Savoury Order, as the Truth | 
might in no wiſe be Scandalized, but the Teſtimony of Truth torn 
initto the World : The moſt corvenient Method then ſeen, for 
Truth's ſake, was, that Perſcns declared their Intentions in our 
Fublick Meeting ; after Fricrds were fati:fied in their Marrying, | 
they took each other in the publick Meeting - But after our Mee- | 
tings grew more Numercus, ard alſo ciferderly Spirits began 
to cet up, which were not ſubjet to the Truth, 1uch | 

| 
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would intrude in to our Meetings, to take eacir ether; ſo then : 
a Neceſſity in Truth -requized a further Mcthed, for a. more 
particular are ftrit Care in this cafe : In Il which we are not 
cone from the Light anc Power of God, and firft Principle ; but in 
tFeſe and other things we have becn in our fecd Order and Pra- 
Qices, ard ſwcert Fellow ſhip managed byit; ardIhoepe the tender 
in Cenſcierce will conſicer, that arc impattially Minded, that *tis 
no Irpeſition to inform and perſwace the Ignerant and Willſul to 
ſubje& in this or any other matter, that is Horeft, Juſt, Savoury 
and of good Report, and lawful to conferm to, in the Unity of 
Love te fractiſe, being no other but what is conſonant to the Con- 
ſcience, ſwaycd and regulated ty the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
v hich is the true Liberty of the Conſcience,whether weak or ſtrong: 
For I hope all will conclude, tHat if the weak, in their little mea- 
ſure of Light, be kept Conformable to the Truth, that by the Light 
they cannot be [cd in their little meaſure to oppoſe the {irons in their 


the Rtrong as in the weak; But 'tis greatly to be lamented at this 

Cay, that to any that bave krown the Lord, and at any time feVow- 

ſhip ameng his People, the Croſs of Chriſt ſheuld beccme fo in- 
effcAtual, that ſuch Blindneſs is kappered, that they ſhould put Self- 
eppoſing-will for a tender Conſcience : Ido notfay, they know it z 

but whether they Co or ro, 1 pray God open their UnderſtanCings, 

and ſubeve that perverſe wilful Spirit ard crofs Selfiſh-humor, that | 
works in ofpolition to a General Gocd and Peaccable Subjeion 'Þ 
amcngſt the Pecple of the Lord and Church of Chrift. —_— 
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| -theſe, though they may cry, Lib:rty of Conſcience, an? pretend for 
tender Conſciences too, yet they are not fit Subj:Rs for that Li- 


derty that Chriſt redeems to, and ſets free in, to ſerve him with a 
Conlcience purged from Dead Works; nay, they that ſet them- 
ſelves, in their wilful prejudiced Oppolition, againſt our Peace- 
able pratiſing in the Church of Ged ; Wharſeever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things ere pure, whatſoever things pertain to Love, whatſoever things 
are of goed report, Phil, 4.8. In which the Gad of Peace is with 
us now; that which is eppoſing eur Unity thercin, would affright 
the ſimple Ones with amazing exprefſions of Impoſition, &c. on 
weak Conſciences, and going from the Spirit of Life and Power in» 
to the Form; but bleſſed be the Lord that we have kept our Ha- 
bitationin the Power, and held our Unity in that Spirit that gives 
us Life, thereby to live to God, and not to our felyes , to ſerve 
him in that Form of Godlineſs, which the Powes hath breught forth 
amongſt us, to live in the Unity of, and in his Spirit, the Founda- 
tion of our Preſcrvation,in Peace and Conlolation to this very day ; 
and the Faith of ſuch remains firm in God's everlaſting Power, 


even as we received in the beginning of the breaking forth of the 
Day of the Lord, in which his ancient Arm and excellent Evetlaſt.- 


ins Name was revealed, which is above every Name, into which 
a Number was gathered to belicve and meet in, and the Lord was 
there, and is to this very day in the midft of them, as Thouſands, 
and ten Thouſancs cam ſpeak to the Teſtimony oi it; Oh, Glory, 
Obcdience, and everlaſting Dominion be aſcribed to his honou- 
rable and everlaſting Name over all forever; For the Kingdom of 
our God and his Chriſt, on whoſe Shoulders the Government is 
laid, ſhall prevail through all Clouds of oppoſition, and Miſts of 
thick Darknels, that have rifen out of a milguided underſtanding, 
through a Prejudiced mind, even to enlnare the weak and ſimple, 
and deceive the unſtable Sou!, drawing from our Cr:/iian Unity, 
which is purely held in the Spirit. 

And fo, inafmuch as the Envious Worker is ſuffered to proceed, 
that would even raze out the Foundation of Chriſt's Kingdom and 
Government, under which his Subje&s do only own their Chreſtia 
Freedom and true Liberty of Conlciencez and what'ocver may 


be inſinuated to the contrary, by the Enemy of our Souls Welfare 
in 


n - 
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inthe particular, and the Churches Peace in the general, which | 
God may ſuffer, it is for the Tryal of our Patienec,and Manifeſta» | 
tion and Corfirmation of our Faith and Love one to another, and 


that it is in the Eleion in Chrift Jeſus which cannot be deceived, 
whereby W® are ſtrong in the Lord, and inthe Power of his might 
is our confidence, that all ſhall work together for good to the 


Called, \Choſen and Faithful, according to his purpoſe in Chriſt, 


and effeval working of his Grace ; And that the Lord in his 
Power and due time, will arife to clear the Innocency of his Peo- 
ple, 'and Confound and lay Waſte all that which works in Oppefi- 


tion to the Profperity and Unity of his Truth, and peaceable Go- ! 


vernment of Chriſt in kis Church, which is formed in the Power 
of God. 


So all Glery we aſcribe to fhe one pure Power, in which we believed in 
the beginning , as the Founaation of Chriſt's Government and 
Kingdom that [bak never have end, 


Anne Whitehead. 


Om ——_ mr — 


A true Information of our bleſſed Womens Meeting 
(For we are bleſſed, and the Lord hath bleſſed 
us, praiſed be that Everlaſting Arm of Power, 
that gathered us in the beginning to be a Mee- 
ting) betwixt 3 or 4 and twenty Years ago. 


Hus. it was, after the Word of eternal Life and Salvation, and 
Light of Chrift Jefus in the Conſcience, had been Preached in 
this-City, for ſome time, many there were that reccived the Re- 
port, and was Convinced of it, many Poor as well as Rich; and oft 
times Sickneſs and Weakneſs came upon many Poor Ones, and 


4 
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* (12) : 
[many Diſtreſſed and troubled in mind, when the Judgments of the 
[ Lord were upon them; and they would oftentimes defire the Ser- 
| vants of the Lord to come unto them, ſuch that had a Word in ſea- 
ſon to ſpeak to them: And our dear F:iend George Fox, that man 
| of God, for ſo he is, the Lord has made him a Bleffing in his 
; Hand te many, praifed be the Lord forever, he was many times 
' fentfor to many that were Sick and Weak in this City, an4 when 
| he came to behold their want of things needful for them, ſome 
ſcarcely Clothes to cover them, os Food to cat, or any one to look 
to them in their Diſtrefſes and Wants : The confideration of it was 
' weighty uponhim, and he was moved of the Lord to acviſe to a 
'| Womans Meeting; andin order thereunto, he ſent forfuch Women 
I} as he knew in this City 5 of which there are many living to this day, 
' that can teftifie to the ſame, who keep the Meeting in the Faith of 
that Powe: that gatiiered us together; Bleſſed be the Lord for- 
ever who makes willing, and gives ſtrength to anſwer his Requi- 
rings in all things. And when dear G. Fox declared unto us what 


the Lord had made known unta him by his Power, That there 


ſhould be a Womans Meeting, that ſo all the Sick, the Weak, the 


Widlows and the Fatherleſs, ſhould be minded and looked after in 


their Diſtreiſes, that ſo there ſhould be no Want amengft the Lords 
People, but that all Diſtceſſ:d ones ſhould be minded and looked 
after: Ican truly ſay, we had ananfwer of God in our Hearts to 
his Teſtimony, and my Soul was refreſhed at that time, and my 
Heart tendred, with many more of my Sifters, in the ſenſible feel- 
ins of that everlaſting Life and Power of the Lord, and his Univer- 
{al Love that had moved in his dear Servant, to call us te this Work 
and we joyned with him in the Power of Godin it: andſo we ap- 
pointed a Mecting, and after we had met for ſome time, we confi- 
dered which way. we ſhould anſwer the Neceflities; andit aroſe in 
'the Hearts of ſome Friends, That we ſhonld have a conventency, 
that ſo all the Faithful might offer as unto the Lord,not knowing what one 
another offers ;, that ſo from him they might expet their Reward; and 
it was concluded upon accordingly by the Mecting. And thexe 
were found among us ſome that were unworthy, that we: could not 
relieve out of that which was provided for the Faithful ;zand yet they 


wereſuch that frequented our publick Mectings, and looked unto: 


3 for Charity ; and we could not {end them empty away z S0 we 
A conſidered 
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(13) | 
conſidered, and had a Weekly Gathering for them, that it might be 
fulfided, as it is written, Do good unto all; but eſpecially ro the 
Houſhold of Faith. And after fome time of our meeting together, 
their came twoof the Brethren from the Mens Mceting to us, when 
we were met together, cxprefling their Unity with us, and alfo 
did declare the mind of the Mens Meeting, (viz.) That they would 
be ready to help and aſſiſt us in any thing we ſhould deſire of them far 
Truths Service: And ſoin ſome time it was agreed upon, inthe 
Unity of the Truth, that the Men Friends ſhould pay the Poor 
Friends Rents, and find them Coles, (fuch as we Relieve,that were 
faithful) anJ put out ſuch poor Friends Children, as we ſhould offer 
to them ; And this has been done almoſt from the beginning of eur 
Meetin; to this Day z bcfides many other Services that fall in by 
the way, that cannot be onfitted by us: And thus the Work of 
the Lord has been carried on and proſpered by the Arm of his ever- 
laſting Power, /1agnified be his Name forever, who has found us 
worthy, and made us willing to anſwer whatſoever he requireth of us, 


. according to the meaſure received of him. And this I do declare, 


that it was the ſame everlaſting quickning Power that firſt viſited us 
by the Spirit of Judgment and of Burning, and wrought in our 
inward parts mightily, cven as the litt!e Leaven in the three:Mea- 
{ures cf Mcal, to purific and to cleanſe, to purge out and put under 
all that was contraty to the Lord, and to make us Habitations fit to 
do his Will, that gathered 1s and made us a Meeting, and the ſame 
has been with us te this very Cay, bl. ſled and magnified be his Na ne 
forever. 

And 1 havea Wordin my Heart to ſay unto you all Back- ſliders, 
Obſtruflers,Orpoſers (& ſuch as countenance them ſecretly) of this eur 
heavenly Orcer of Men and Womens Meetings, which the Lord by 
his Power has f{ct up,and hath given Wifdem according to trueKnow- 
leage, to aftinth- Church of Chriſt: you that have deſpiſed Dig- 
nitics, and {pzak Evil of the Servants of the Lord, fuch that faith- 
fully have laboured amongſt us from the beginning, which the 
Lerd hath found worthy of double Honour, giving tome of them 
old Names; Alas poor People! what will become of you, except 
you Repent ? Confider and fee, whether iome of you could not 
once have piucked out your Eyes to have done them good? Oh 
what is the matter now ! Has not the Serpent ceceired you, and 
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RN you to cat of the forbidden Fruit,” and [ct in the Spirit of En- 
ity that ſows Diſſention, and makes Diviſion in the Heritage of 
God; I doſay, the Lord's Controverſie is with you, and your 
{End will be Milcrable, except you come to Repentance ; which my 
{Soul hath often defired for you : For I do well know, and the 
{Lord hath ſealed it upon my Heart, That that Spirit which hath op- 
|poſed the blefſed Unity and Order of Truth, in theſe our Men and 
| Womans Mectings, ſhall never proſper, nor they who are in it, 


{ may make never {o great a ſhew with high Words and Notions. 
| But faith the oppoling Spirit, Ie are not againfÞ your Adectings is 
! Londen; but we have a2 ſuch need in the Conntries. Doubtlcfs 
/ Chrift's Churches in the Countries are one and the ſame as inthe 
* Cities, of which he 1s Head of his Churches there as in London; 
' and ſurely his Members have the ſame Cfhce and Service in kind 
and quality, although it may be not fo much in quantity, which is 
reaſonable for the Impartial minded to confider. | 
And now, my Dear Freienas and Sifters, in the blefſed Truth of 
our God, you that have kept this our Meeting for many Years, and 
ſome of you from the firſt Day the Lord gathered us together, and 
made us a Meeting, I do believe that you with me can truly ſay, 
That we have felt the drawings of the Father's Love from time to time 
tothiscur Mecting, and 1 Bleſſing is amoneft us; Inſomuch as we, 
dared not to ſuffer any of our own Oceafions to hinder us from this 
our Service, to which the Lord hath called us, but many times have 


preſſed through the croud of much Buſineſs; and many things that 


would haye hindred, but we dared not to give way unto it, but in 
faithfulncts anſwer the Lord's Requirings: The Lord hath been 
with us of a truth frem time to time, his Living Powerful Preſence 
has becn truly witneſſed amongſt us, to the refreſhing of our im- 
mortal Souls ; which is a true Confirmation to us, that the Lord 


owns us in this our Service. And I can truly fay, I had true- 


Breathings to the Lord in the behalf of our younger Women,as they 
come to be ſettied in the World amengft us, that they may be af- 
feed with the Work and Service of our Meeting as truly as we 
ave been, and are to this day, and that they may be Heirs of the 
Grace of God with us. And this I can truly lay,I have felt the zeal of 
the Lord toariſe in my Heart, ſometimes in a Meeting, and fome- 

times 
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times upon my Bed againft this vicked Spirit, that hath ſ@ught to 
lay waſte and bring to nought our bleſſed Mecting and heavenly 
Society and Order, which hath been fet up amongft us ; and a truc 
ſence hath becn upon me of our dear Friends up and down the Na- 


tion, of their great Tryal and Exerciſe that hath. becniupon them, 


becauſe of this wicked dividing Spirit, and eſpecially in my Native 
Country (viz.) Wiltſhire: And this was the firſt moving caule in 
the Power of God in my Heart, to caft in my Mite as my Tefti- 
mony to that everlaſting Univerſal blefſed Power, which the Lord 
hath made me a living Witneſs of, according to my meaſure; And 
this I can ſay, the more Oppoſitien we have had againft our . Wo- 
mens Mecting, the more we have increaſed in the Power of the 
Lord, and ke hath bleſſed our Endeavours and Services; and there- 
fore Friends , be net diſcouraged, but go on in. the Work 
and Service of the Lord in his Power, to his Glory , | whe 
hath Eonoured his Daughters of Abraham and Sion, in his heavenly 
Work ; and therefore we cannot but ferve the Lord in our Gene- 
ration, and be Valiant for his Fruth upon Earth, and, our defires 
are, that all our fellow Sifters in the Lords Truth may do the 
{ame evcry where throughout the whole Earth, where the Lord 
hath gatherd them, fo thatall may live to the Praile and Glory of 
God, Ames. | <> 


And though we are Abſent in the Body, yet Preſent in Spirit with all 
the Fauhful, with the Spirit joying and beholding your ſpiritual 
Order in the Spirit, and ſtedfaſtneſs of your Faith in Chriſt Feſm, 
= ſecond Adam, the Lord from Beaven, 4: whom onr Peace and 
Reſt t-. | | 


Mary Elſon, 


THE E ND. 


